
With the proclamation of the suf-
frage as the work of the accomplished 
emancipation of the entire half of the 
human race in a given country and 
granting the woman unquestioning 
rights, on the part of well-meaning 
people and even larger teams, a cry of 
dissatisfaction and doubt arose, and 
loud as well as secret criticism of this 
momentous act on the 20th centu-
ries. Then, we cannot be surprised, 
because every idea, new current, and 
change of situation, which pushes 
entire society on a new track, before 
it crystallizes into clear shapes and 
forms according to its task, goes 
through a cycle that can be compared 
to the transformations of the organic 
world known to us - as, for example, 
when the desired fruit appears from 
a seed - or when from a living cell, 
astonishing with variety, emerge nu-
merous beings.

Before the liberation of the black 
slave from Africa, a bloody battle in 
Washington’s free land was taking 
place, and today this whole race, even 
though different, but endowed with 
human qualities of spirit and mind, 
enjoys in its own circle the blissful 
benefits of its liberation and the 
protection of domestic law. Therefore, 
the emancipation of the black race 
preceded the emancipation of wom-
en. Here the voices close and distant 
can be heard - that such comparison 
is irrelevant, because the woman was 
valued and respected not only from 
the dawn of the Christian era, but also 
in pagan times. Yes, but this assess-
ment and respect to a certain extent 
depended on the culture of the certain 
nation, personal convictions, false and 
misleading religious notions of savage 
Islam, which in the absence of basic 
rights for women, blew up the spark 
of sensuality to its uttermost limits, 
making a woman a pitiful essence and 
the victim.

Thus, two forces welded together 
to deprive the woman of her rightful 
place: the brutal force of physical 
violence and the ill-fated awakening 
of the senses. The beauty of a woman 
played a grand role here, and it was 
this gift of nature, her charm, which 
was to determine her destiny, which 
pushed her down the path of vanity, 
laziness and banality of life. Who 
does not know the terrible tales of the 
harem humiliation and the muzzle of 
cruel customs, sanctified by Koran, 
which enslaves a woman to hide her 
from strangers and the world.

They did not even feel sorry for 
her physical impotence, condemn-
ing her to hard work in the house 
and on the farm - as was the case 
with the nomadic Indian tribes, or 
even among the Japanese. In abso-
lute obedience, she had to fulfill her 
duties to the family and as a servant, 
the payment for which was a mere 
spoonful of food and some clothing. 
Even in France, this highly cultured 
country, a married woman did not 
have the right to personal property for 
a long time. Reading also the history 
of the various states of North Amer-
ica, we are struck by the fact that the 
law concerning women is not clear 
in determining the age of her adult-
hood, that is, the right to decide about 
herself; in some states, this age may be 
classified as childhood rather than ad-
olescence - exposing unconscious and 
innocent victims to the prey of beastly 
passions or exploitation. Although in 
China and other hot climates, the age 
of marriage, sanctified by customs, 
begins very early - from the age of 12 
and earlier, but also a woman who 
begins the cycle of family duties so 
early is aging very quickly, when in 
the countries of the North it is in her 
most beautiful blossom, in the South 
she wilts like a decaying flower. There-
fore, everything speaks in accordance 

with the climate and the existing con-
ditions with the unification of rights 
for women, thus it was ensured by the 
ratification of the suffrage.

So why this anxiety, when the good 
of humanity and individuals cried out 
through the centuries for the recti-
fication of wrongs and the necessity 
to introduce this half of the human 
race into the chain of social work. 
Perhaps woman’s mental ineptitude, 
along with her physical impotence, 
or her innate spiritual unreasonable-
ness are the reason for this? We can 
answer negatively to each one of these 
allegations. Mental value, ability and 
outstanding genius of a woman cre-
ated a glorious imprint on the world 
and nation?

We limit ourselves only to famil-
iar examples, ranging from the great 
folk epic of Maria Konopnicka to 
the Nobel Prize-winning inventor - 
researcher of the chemical properties 
of valuable radium. The stage has its 
worldly dimensions, such as Helena 
Modrzejewska, the singing and other 
beautiful arts, one could fill thick 
volumes with them. As for physical 
strength, we ask whether a woman, so 
far treated like a doll or a parlor toy, 
has had the opportunity to develop it!

Or in the snapshots, aren’t we de-
lighted with the skill of riding horses 
and speeding and galloping on them 
in a frantic run of American Western-
ers.

Mirroring the example of the 
nature, we do not see this striking dif-
ference between animals of the same 
species and of the opposite sex, but 
admit, for various reasons of physical 
nature, the inferiority of a woman’s 
physical strength, but this does not 
mean that she is neither powerless nor 
incapable - because there are count-
less activities in the relevant direction 
that she has been fulfilling and is 
fulfilling without any issues. Maybe 

her spiritual side is an obstacle?
This fact, one and only, could 

reduce all disputed sentences with 
superficial arguments, prejudiced 
judgments and the bias of outdated 
concepts. The woman, in a sense of 
her moral obligations and in ded-
ication to her family, country and 
society, passed the examination of 
her maturity before the world. In the 
minds of many, even well-thinking 
people, there is an obstacle and fear 
towards the newly introduced law.

This fear and uncertainty that 
cloud people’s faces, the concern for 
the family, its growth, existence and 
prosperity. We ask, is this fear justi-
fied? Didn’t women also give count-
less proofs of their sacrifice? Under 
the beneficial influence of education 
and a raised level of thought, we 
boldly claim, they will become more 
careful, more sensitive, because they 
are more intelligent educators of the 
young generation.

An equal companion at the side of 
her spouse will be able to feel better 
and deeper the unpleasantness of his 
profession, respect the ruthless fruit of 
his work, nurture his health and strive 
with him to the higher ideals. She will 
not entrust the care of indifferent and 
dull nannies her little creatures that 
are loved by her heart, whose health, 
growth and moral education she feels 
the most responsible for.

Rather, during this crucial peri-
od of the family’s life, a woman will 
sacrifice her professional and social 
duties, and in its place she will bring 
up a healthy generation in body and 
soul for the world.

Moreover, with the modern science 
making her aware of it, she will not 
allow herself to neglect its econom-
ic obligations, and at the same time 
she will protect it from the reckless 
squandering of a hard-earned penny 
for worthless trinkets.

THE UNJUSTIFIED ALARM

The Polish Women’s Voice
No. 38.                      CHICAGO, ILL.,  16th September 1920                     Year XI.



Indulgence to small errors will 
save her from unnecessary nagging – 
in seriousness from wasting time on 
fleeting talks. Her balanced mind will 
not seek the perfect happiness, but 
it will accept the vicissitudes of fate, 
and with a brave heart will welcome 
the inevitable, trying to outweigh its 
scales towards her desired goals.

In order to actually achieve 
this measure, the suffrage should 
not lie on the table as a beautiful 
feminine prey, but in reality having 
understood the fundamental rights 
and methods of carrying them out, 
the woman should see it as her duty 
to give her vote to a good cause and 
an honest candidate at all times, 
protecting herself from toying with 
the politics, venality, or mindless 
voting just to please the wishes of her 
acquaintances.

In Australia, where women enjoy 
the voting rights for a long time, 
they celebrate a special day when, 
carrying little children in their 
arms and walking with the older 
ones, they go to the ballot box to 
fulfill their sacred duty. It requires a 
woman in consequence to become 
aware of what parties there are and 
to stand by the one which in her 
opinion brings the most hope for a 
successful government. Therefore, 
women should read newspapers 
and understand the platforms of the 
actions of various political parties.

Naturally, the political sense 
develops and shapes slowly. 
Therefore, they should act with 
caution. This does not mean that 
women should refrain from taking 
an active part in campaigning for 
nominees or in other matters of 
national law, on the contrary, they 
could and should, but those who 
are not gifted in this regard, or are 
outdated in their views, should not 
undertake such duties. We are firmly 
convinced that suffrage will not 
lead a woman away from a family’s 
responsibilities, but it will give her a 
powerful moral weapon to combat 
evil and partiality, to promote virtue, 
eliminate vices, improve the well-

being of the family, spread education, 
improve the health conditions of 
the family and society, introduce 
embellishments and order, and 
purity thereof.

Indeed, the alarm about the 
suffrage is unfounded, but the 
woman needs to be encouraged and 
self-confident, then the followers 
of suffrage, both women and men, 
will not regret their toil, and the 
unbelievers, like the apostle St. 
Thomas, who did not believe until 
he touched the divine wounds of 
Christ, they too, when they see it 
with their own eyes and experience 
it, will cheer up with us: come with 
us, sister, companion of a common 
labor, unattainable in her love of 
a wife and a mother priestess, we 
believe in you, as you believe us. 
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